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DISTRICT OF MARYLAND, to wU: 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the eiidith doy 

„j)mtlHII ol S(*ptcinber, in the forty-sixth year of the 

♦ ¥fxV"x l"^*"?*^"***^**©** of the United States of Amc- 

«£ ^tL . . Tl^» »rif a. Joteph Cmhinif and Joseph .lewot^ 

nrifiuifri ^f jiij. g^jj-j jjjtrict, have dipo^ited in thiB 

offlcei the lijtle of a book, the jrigiit whereof they clainr 
^ as^piwprie.torsf.in ^t >»orda foUowin^, to wit: 

^'Noah, a Poein. By Paul AUe|.'» * ' ^ 

In conformity to an y t of the Coi^ress oT the U^iited 
^.ates, eiititUd^'* An act lor the encouragement of learuiw, 
\ by securing we c4^>il«it'.iWV« char^^ pnd books, to |he 
. \ authors and pro])rietois of pBh copies, dufSMC^ thf> *timey 

tlierein mentioni'd;" an<l alsolio an act, entitled. '*An act 
supplementary to the act, entitled, *An act lor the eiicour- 
agt*ment ot learning* by <eGurin({ the copies of maps, churts 
1^ booBf:^ ft^ kuthorr a|i4 iproprietcya^ 9^ wch ccipies, 
during the times therein mentioued/ and exrantling the 
benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, andr 
etching histniicai aitd other prints." 

* PHILIP MOORE, 
derkqfikff Dutrict of Maryland. 

^ 1 ■ •• 



i 



\ 



\ 




DEDICATION. 



TO THOMAS MAUND. 



Dear Friend, 

I take the liberty to inscribe this 
d volume to jou, without jour acqui- 
nee and even without your knowl- 
u Had it not been for your repeated 
jrtunity, it would never have seen the 
;. It may not possess poetry — it may 
present any claims to public notice- 
ay become the subject of critical, se- 
{y. Whatever may be said on these 
its, 1 trust I shall have t\vft \xv«L%x«XiV 



yi DEDICATION. 

mitj to bear; like other men I must abid 
the consequences of my own presumptioi 
and rashness* But there is one point a 
least in which I cannot be deceived, ii 
which the world has no concern, of whici 
the cKtics cannot deprive me, a pleasun 
exclusively mine, and that is the friend 
ship of the man to whom this volume i: 
addressed; and never did I pen a para 
graph for the public with so much plea 
sure as I now do in making this acknowl- 
edgement. 

P. ALLEN. 




PREFACE. 



jThis little Poem, entitled Noah, is 
submitted with diffidence to the opinion of 
the public. Many years ago, the remark- 
•able events, in the life of this venerable 
Patriarch recorded in holy writ, appeared 
to me susceptible of poetic embellish- 
ment, and my first impression was, that a 
little sonnet addressed to a Dove, would 
comprehend and exhaust all that I 
should have to say upon tVv^ %v^^^^V.« 
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Whether that little thing was ever w 
ten or not, and given to the newspaper 
the day, and along ^with my other juvei 
poetic, or if my critics please rhyming 
fusions, become the '*ludibria ventoru 
like the leaves of Virgil's Sybil, is m 
than at this distant period of time I she 
dare to assert. 

The more I contemplated the subj 
the more ample appeared to me 
scope for poetical embellishment, 
stead 9 therefore, of the sonnet, tha 
originally contemplated, I have gi 
birth to a volume. The subject 
grown insensibly under my hai 
amidst professional cares 'and occi 
tions, not very auspicious to the visi 
of the muse. 

It will be easily seen, that with 
\ gard to the memorable and striking ; 



PREFACE. IX 

phecies of the Patriarch, I have paid 
no reverence to chronology* This is a 
latitude that I believe has never been de- 
nied to a poet^ at least I have known 
chronology in such cases to have been 
with impunity violated. I presume further 
that I shall not be pressed by the philoso- 
phical question, whether the Americans 
were descended froin Japheth, or the sons 
of Africa from Canaan. Much has been 
written on this subject, but stiJl if the 
words of the Patriarch can without vio- 
lence to the text, admit of such con- 
struction, I must candidly confess that 
I am utterly ignorant of the rule by 
which a poet is debarred from its adop. 
tion. 

I dare not flatter myself that I have 
gained what in fact I have often attempt- 
ed to gain, and that is simplicity. It 
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has been my aim and my object to em- 
body the ideas, that occupied my own 
mind in the plainest language; how far 
I have succeeded must be left to the en- 
lightened public to determine. 

It may not be amiss to mention that to 
this poem one objection may be, and in- 
deed often has, by the friends of the au» 
thor been made, the want of incident. To 
those who may be disposed to censure oa 
this ground, it may' be necessary to re- 
mark, that only eight persons were saved 
in the ark, and that it is almost impossible 
to contrive an incident, which does not in 
some way or other, interfere with the 
scriptural history of the flood. I am per- 
fectly aware that by the lights afforded 
by scripture, and by scriptural analogies, 
this poem might have been expanded to a 
more imposing size. But as my aim has 
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n rather to give a sketch, a faint out* 
of what might be^ than of what has 
a accoroplishedy I hope that I shall 
ipe censure, for having Restrained a 
pensitj that I have found at all times 
icult to resist 
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CANTO I. 



w iu> with amaze, or sunk in deep de^Mur, 
an of sorrows shook his silver hair; 
: his bark alternate rise and drop, 
jvery liquid mountain's hoary top, 
iered memory painted to his sight 
[*oad black billow, topiicd with fearful white, 
each moment more tremendous still, 
strength increased and breaking oVr the hill: 
;ill he saw the winged nations fly, 
rsing eveiT" region of the sky, 
2 



II XOAII. 

In quest of some kind hill, or Tenlant thing 
\\ licit- ihfv niighirest Ihe labour of the wing; 
n'ill, ull oxhftu&ted, in the deep tliey IVIl, 
Anil iliittfred forth to heaven their last furewell: 
Still oti the ruthless surge the mother past. 
And while from vision heaveu was fading fast. 
She viewed her infant with an eye, how dim! 
And breathed her soul awav in prayers for him. 
O righteous man! altho' thy doom be hard, 
Etcniui Justice is thj sacred guard— 
Ft ar not, tho' mighty dangers intervene, 
I'hrrt^ is a secret pr>wer that moves unseen. 
Who rules the ten)]K'st and commands the wave. 
It is a power omnipotent to save. 
Tho' round about thee clouds and billows swell, 
An<l each loud rain-drop beats a funeral knell; 
Protecting angels in thy cause embark. 
And bejir thee, Noah, safely in thine ark. 

Now when the full unclouded sun display'd 
The mighty rain, that the deluge made; 
Come ye who are not curst with nerves of steel} 
Whom gentle pity yet has taught to feel, 
P:ty the poor man while in sad anfaze, 
Ifr tlvows around 9 wild and wandering gaze. 
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NOAH. 15 

And liardly knows, such bocror thrilU his blood, 

Ilimtelf to be nirviTing from the flood. 

When reaiOQ wu awakened to dheem 

His real state— «Iat where eould he turn 

jLnd look for peaoeP hb family around 

A little groupe— was lott in thought profound, 

Inseouble— 4n Tain the old man tries ^ 

To catfih tome beams of comfort from their eyes. 

Who does not know that when old age has spent 
The fire of life, the youthiul body bent. 
Taught the tame blood to pass with many pains. 
And doll reluctant gravitv , the yeins"-* 
Alas! who does not know it as a-trulh, 
Tliatmuch it needs kind offices from yoath| 
Still to compete the limbs with pkHis earej 
And still solicit life to linger tiiere— 
Still to delay the transitoiy breath. 
And thus to i>arley for a time with death! 
Alas! this was not hapless Noah's fate; 
IJimself, himself! was doomed to feel the weight 
Of woes where none could such relief pitwure 
l>readful to think, how dreadful to endure! 
Oft does a billow by the storms opprcst, 
iipam like a guilty heart in siraivli uf rcsL; 
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But Tain it xihcels along the realm of blue. 

More awful btill it rises to tlie view, 

Till towering on, the monareli of the waves! 

It bixiaks in thunder on the shore it laves. 

Where is that snow white plume—that threatening 

Where is that frowiiiog mass (^ water now! [brow 

That rolling mount, with clanger so replete. 

In silverv ripftling batlies an infant's feet—* 

Twas thus with Xoah's heart; he— grieved no more 

Wlicn the full swell of agony was o'er; 

That flood of sorrow that o'erpowcred the man 

In the mild stream of resignaUon, ran. 

O consort dear! he cried whose bosom bears 
And still too much participates my cares, 
In early youth thy faithful tongue can tell, 
When life was pleasant, that I loved thee well; 
I chose thee then, aud heaven's approving voice, 
Has awfully confirmed my youthful choice. 
When all our mee beheld die torrents pour. 
Cast one sad glance to heaven, and looked uo mores 
Still it was giv'n thee to survive their fisite, 
To trust in God, and look fiar longer date. 

Forget the many durables we have past (1) 
Mercy's kind angel has arrived At listt 
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NOAH. 17 

1 Bee the |c^ory that surrounds her head. 
Spangling yon turhid cloud with lovelj redi 
How calm? how innocent! the fiery hoe 
Binks in the soil tranquility of blue; 
There fades the timid violet, and there 
The hue that nature once rejoiced to wear. 

Not like that sword that blazed at Adam's fall 
Abhorrent splendor!— -forth from Eden's wall; 
Dreadful it blazed! whene'er his eyes he threw 
On that dear spot, the siiarkles fiercer flew| 
But here no terrors haunt the soul— the sight 
Reposes on that quietude of light. — 

Father of heaven — Almighty God! — ^to thee. 
An old roan trembles, whQe he bows the knee. 
Grant, to the sad survivor of his race. 
If e'ei thy suppliant in thine eyes found graee. 
Grant that yon light so exquisitely pure. 
To future generations may endure, 
And be an omen long as time sliall last 
Tliat thy avenging wrath has overpast! 
He spake — and lo! a prodigy ensues; 
A brighter glory shone thro' all the hues:— 
Auspicious liglit! — exulting Noah saw 
The kindling firmament with pions awr, 

2* 



18 NOAH. 

In confidence that heaven his prajer would Jbless, 
He hailed this symbol of assured success. 

And much he wished some messenger to fly, 
Bejond the narrow boundary of the eye, 
To scour the worid of waters, and return 
With pleasant tidmgs from that drea<l sojourn. 

The window of the ark he upward threw, (2) 
And out the dark foreboding raven flew; 
When once he saw the sunbeam shining fiur. 
When once he gained the liberty of air. 
No artifice could his return decoy. 
Mounting, he gave a scream of horrid joy, 
Fiir o'er the watery wilderness he sped, 
To make his horrid banquet on the dead. 
Dreadful repast! nor youth nor beauty's cheek 
Restrained. the direful ravage of his beak-— 
Amidst the solitude that reign 'd around 
Amidst the silence of the drear profound. 
Oft did the clamours of his savage joy. 
Ring £bu* and wide, and Noah's ears annoy; 
In vain the patriarch waits and cheers hb gloobi 
No more returns the bird of sable plume.— 

Accursed thing, he cried, henceforth I date 
Between mankfaid and thee, a lasting hatei 
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NOAH. 19 

»u shalt be ever omioous of ill 

cast of all thy race! uow gorge thy filL 

/^hateTer treachery, murder may infest, 

I sting to direful deed, the human breast 

ate'er is foal, detected, or obscene, 

it Midnight with her guilty shade would sereeo 

things unholy^-^hall thy savage throat, 

it sepulchre of human flesh, denote. 

miscreant, wing thy solitary flight, 

I be henceforth proclaimed the bird of night. 

I'ow fond complainer seek thy native tree! (3) 

;et bird, full often hast t^ou mourned witbr-me! 

his confinement thou hast won my love; * 

said, and loosed the melancholy dove. 

timorous wing she fluttered round in haste, 

; when she saw the wide and spreading waste, 

' shunned a flight so dreadful and abhorred, 

1 trembled in the bosom of her lord. 

'he sun's ascending, and descending rays, (4) 

'en times had spangled ocean with their blaze; 

len Noah, (who had heard the raven's cries, 

at banUbed peaceful slumber from his eyes) 

St to the throne of heav'n a prayer preferred, 

d then dinnissed in air hu fitvoorite bird. 
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90 NOAH. 

Nov vith a bolder confidence she soars, 
Eyes the blue deep, and far and wide explores; 
Yet still 80 timid dares not lose the mark. 
Bat pauses on the wing to view tlie ark. — 

Then in the dim horizon, she descries, 
A faint, faint speck; joy glitters in her eyes, 
Joy brightens cTery plume— she scours the air. 
Hastes to the spot and shuts her pinions there. 

But now of all her sustenance bereft. 
When hanger drives her to the home she leit. 
How shall she bear the tidings o'er the main , 
(Unknown to speech] that earth is found again? 
O instinct! 'tis thy province to prevail 
Where all the boasted powers of reason fail. 
So sweet, so lovely was the sight (^* green 
To this dear tenant of the sylvan scene; 
That from the bough a tender leaf she tears. 
And to her lord th* uneonscioos treasure bears. 
Just heaven! with what fond transport and amaze^ 
Did the survivor of die deluge gaze! 
Not all the verdure that in days of yore 
Sarrounding nature on her vestment vore« 
K*er gave delight so passing all belief. 
As the sweet tincture of tliat little loaf. 
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: eaught the snow-Tn^hite herald to his breast 

id thus in terms of prophecj he hlest< 

This lovely plame, he said, and smoothed the neek, 

lat cannot bear a touch without a speek, 

■noeforth shall female innocence proclaim; 

r even now, ye differ but in jiame. 

le low, jdesponding murmurs of thy breast, 

liene'er thy mate is absent from thy nest; 

te flutter of thy wing, and sparkling eye 

welcome his arrival from the sky, 
symbol oi domestic love shall be, 
d all my race be proud to rival thee. 
*l'or shall the sprig of verdure, that thy bill, 
ick'd with such anxious care from yonder hill, 

thrown away, or cease to win our love, 
r God has joined the olive with the doTe. 
Tor now the eye of prophecy surveys, 
wn the long glimmering trac of future days, 
»des of existence wonderful and new, 
t God himself proclaims the vision true, 

old man's fancy does not swarm with dreams; 
e prophet's eye is touched with brighter beams, 
le, so heaven ordains. Almighty love 
ibodied in the likeness of a' dove. 
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He hoverf o'er the heads of sacred meu 
And iMunbis insphiition on ihci>cn.-- ■ 

•Protect me heaven! what wonders round me rise' 
The cloodt dissolve— I see the burating skies! 
A bloody cross appears — some dire event 
Is hid behind that horrible portent. 
Its flannes are blood, O God! hide not thy face. 
Thy servant trembles for tite human race. 
He trembles ffir himself^— unusual pain, 
UiMommon horror shake each aged vein! 
Say, shall the dreadful judgments he has pastji 
In some still more tremendous shape be cast? 
On guilty roan, sliall still thy vengeance drive. 
And shall no wretched Noah then survive? 
It n some judgment sure from Adam bom. 
For now 1 see a crown of cursed thorn; 
O welcome to my siglit the pledge of love! 
Once more I see thee, melauchcily dove! 
How odin, how iunocent! — ^hope warms my cheek— 
He bears the placid olive in his beak! 

Now in a cloud he vanishes from eye, (5) 
Again, he shouts along the dear blue sky; 
And while bis pinions overeome tlie gloom 
Anew bora glory shinei hi every plume. 
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'What meaning these prophetic symbols sliow 
n^ime must decide; the Prophet does not know; 
The' splendid the horizon, it appenrs 
Far stretching in tlie depth of future jean. 
So distant, age on age^ must travel by 
*Ere yet the dove will flutter in the sky; 
Enough for roe — ^1 see and I adore 
Xhy justice heaven; the yisiqo shines no morr. 
Gk> aaftMOmpanion, quit thy bondage, bear 
Thy maHer's blessing thro' the fields of air; 
Her snow white pinions clett the upper sphere, 
in adond, and Noah dropta tear. 
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X HI 8un had sunk behind the wateiy waite, 
Vhen night's pale Regent, beantifiil and chaste, 
Vith silent footsteps stole upon the sight, 
is fearful to awake the dreams of night; 
Jalmly she mounted up the azure plain, 
^ith all her twinkling Tassala in her train; 
^oud after eloud, in long fantastic chase, 
Iweep in succession o'er her pallid feoe; 
Int she still travelling up the blue serene, 
loldt her calm course, and lifts her light between, 
Till, by no intervening shade o'ereast, 

(he gives a steady settled ray at last: •■ v 

3 
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The treacherous deep 8o late by tempests worn. 
And storioa, as if by human passions torn. 
Now like a blessed spirit, once forgiven 
Reflects the pure and sacred light of heaven. 

The Ark now gliding under easy sail, 
Urg'd by the pressure of a gentle gale. 
While no rude breath of wind the prospect raar^ 
Moves o*er a liquid firmament of stars. 
At length she rests — bat with a shock so light. 
That not a single slumberer of die night 
AVakes from his dream. At morn's returuing ray 
Shem op'd the window to behold the day; 
He gazed around, and o'er his head was seei^ 
The smiling olive with its leaf of green. 
Fatlier, come foilh! he cries, with heart elate. 
For now the waters do indeed abate* 

Strange to relate, in these unthinking times. 
The trav'ler, while exploring distant climes. 
Leaves thee O Aararat! and feels no shame. 
And scarcely do his lips inquire thy name. 

Had not thy towering summit long before. 
Redeemed the burden, that the deluge bore. 
Thou had'st not worn memorials so unjust, 
TLe priuts of thoughtless footsteps ta thy diutt 
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ti until this very hour had run 

tianet round the golden sua. 

trarat alone presenred from death 

! portion of Almighty breath. 

the fierce warfare of the heaven is o'er; 

iders, answering thunders cease to roar, 

utiful to see th^ sun's bright helm 

lerene in his recovered realm! 

)r in his robes of triumph drest, 

' and smiling from the rosy west! 

drops catch the triumphs of the sky, 
I a little sun on every eye! 

did in the patriarch t bosom reign, 
rat the ark reposed on earth i^ain. 
ety in reverence to this holy place, (6) 
3ur sandals all of Noah's race! 
xmr of merey, and invites 
iding sacrifice and solemn rites. 
iw survivors of the flood draw near; 

formed with pious haste they rear, 

would female pity intercede, 
turite lamb is now condemned to bleedj 
ispecting injury, draws nigh, 
king he is ever doomed to die. 
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Bounds by the altar, with his merry feet; 

The mountain echoes still return his bleat; 

When Japheth grasps him by the snowy fleeee, 

Upward he looks, his eyes betoken peace. 

So pure is innocence, so undismayed! 

He sees no terror in the lifted blade: 

llien faint and dying at the altar's base. 

One look he casits upon the female face. 

And while the niddy drops his vesture Btain 

He wonders why he feels the sudden (laiii. 

The flame ascends, and while the suppliants kneel, i 

And ofi^r up their prayers with pique zeal. 

They start, they listen, for a sudden sound ' 

Disturbs the sacred quiet reigning round| 

It calls thee? Noah, and the accent flows. 

Soft as a zephyr's whisper to a rose. 

He turned, and saw a face that seemed to vear 
A mingled character of joy and care: 
It was not joy ; for tho' upon the cheek 
A smile appeared, it was a smile so meek. 
So cc^, 10 placid, every eye might know 
Twas touched with memory of former woe; ' 

And tho' the foreheads yielding ivory wore [o^er^ 
The marks that Care^ rude hand had senlptiived 
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ces now were fugitive and faint, 
td to the resignation of a saint. 
%n eye, that when it cast a look . 
t the deluge, instantly partook 
anxiety; when on the face 
, it had found a resting plaeCy 
was banished from its orbit qaite, 
ed with a tender mUd delight. 
*iareh gazed, and felt, he knew not why 
ion reverence for that pensive eye; 
n he saw the bow that rose and spread 
»wed radiance round the stranger's head; 
s beheld upon her panting breast 
e alight and blose his wings to rest; 
as removed, he cried with welcome brow 
mercy, 1 behold thee now! 
Patriarch, I have known, the vision said 
rliest infancy I've watched thy head, 
hee in that season, when the toy 
: childhood could afford thee joy/ 
;, when truant fr»m a parent'^ care 
rits high, and heart as light as air, 
nt eye had caught in summer hour 
ct plunderer of thefingrant flower, 
3» 
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Loading his little thighs with waxen spoil 
And humming like a labourer o'er his toil. 
Beheld thy hand that could not then forbeai- 
To tcize tlic poor mechanic seated there. 
The little captive looked, and saw with dread 
The infant blossom closing o'er his head; 
Disconsolate, he roamed his narrow cell. 
The pcttj prisoner of a floweret bell. 

Be it my present office to display 
Some great events that time's unfolding ray 
In long futuiity shall bring to l^ht, 
Tho' now deep buried in the shades of night. 

No more the thorns and thistles in thy ground, (7) 
Shall raise their martial points to fence thee round; 
That sad and mournful. fiEunlly, that shun 
All vegetation and the cheering sun. 
And seem in some secluded spot to tell. 
In whispers to the wind, that Adam fell. 
Thy spoc of ground no ruffian weed shall taunt. 
But in its stead, thy hand the vine shall plant 
llie fruitful vine, and, while thou joyest to know 
How full and dark its duitering honours grow. 
More shalt thou joy to hear what God enjoins?— 
Thy ini^pery shall far exceed the vines. 
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But ah! thou little knowest what depth of sin 
What idiot frenzy dwells the grape within; 
Reason no longer holds her balance true. 
With eyes onee bathed in thb bewildering dew; 
He tastes;— 4he victim knows not when to stop, 
Tho' frantic demons poison every drop. 

Down, down he sinks in ruin and despair; 
In vain may sacred fitiendship weeping there, 
In vain may fathers, brothers intercede, 
In vain may honour execrate the deed. 
Still does the charm, the infenuil spell allure, 
The demon laughs, his prey is now secure. — 

The solid earth presents too small a space 
To bound the enterprise of Adam's race; 
An hardy race of men shall spring from thee 
Whose only residence an ark shall be. 
For lo! astonish'd Ocean shall survey, 
In future times, tho' distant now the day. 
Such wonders as have never reached his ken. 
His empire hambled by the sons of men* 
Arks beyond number home by heavenly breath. 
Shall dare the surface of the roaring death. 
Vain does he fret and climb the heights (^ air, 
Like some proud steed that scorns his lord to bear. 
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In Tain he foams and rears, for human skill 
Has conquered, and he feels the bridle still. 

Ocean's proud giant sees the roaring main 
Usuri>cd by man, and flies, but flies in vain* 
O'er liquid mountains, horrible to name. 
Intent on death, man seeks the timorous game- 
In vain the monster trembles, and retreats 
To his dark caverns, and his coral seats. 
The persecutor, anxious for his prey 
Waits his return unto the beams of day; 
There struck — he flies and flounden with the pain,' 
And seeks the dark recesses of the main; 
Vain is his flight opposed to human skill. 
For there, the barb of death pursues him still; 
Again he rises to the upper air. 
In vain, for hostile vengeance follows there; 
Now see! the monster spouts away his breath. 
Lashes the foaming surge, then sinks to death, 
His native element is no retreat. 
He pours his life-blood at his conqueror's feet. 

Would that his life alone might ocean stain! 
Ah no, the spirit of departed Cain 
Henceforth shall rise and walk the earth again. 
Ill vain may suppliant mercy intercede. 
How many Abels shall be doomed to bleed! 
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More bonders still!— thy race, by yengeanee driven 
Shall seize and hurl the thunderbolt of hearen! 
Yea, the dread liglitning by divine eommand. . 
Shall flash hereafter in a human hand. 
O while ye grasp the bolts of heaven — forbear! 
7he life c^ brother! man, in pity spare! 
O cherish still the transitory breath, 
^or call these agents to the aid of Death! 

« 

Vain is the wish, the man in future days 
Shall claim the high reward, his country's praise! 
Por all thevaried misery that appears 
In father'fe, bmtber's, widow's, orphan's tearsi 
for lives so dear — thus butchered day by day, 
A leaf of paltry laurel shall repay; 
Detested plant! see all its verdant veins 
Are running now with deep and scarlet stains! 
Fanned by, O innocence! thy sacred sighs. 
The floweret smells and blossoms to the skiei! 
How horrible to tell! and yet how true! 
The plant is nourished by a bloody dew. 

1 hear the thunder roar, — ^the dying shriek^* 
The raven flap— the terrors of his beak! 
He seetthe tumult in his airy way. 
He flcenta the carnage, and he stoops for prey.— 
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O righteoiu hetTcn! why b Almighty Ic Te 
So long delayed, why lingen yet my dore— 
The earth shall mourn, all desolate with grief, 
And rue the absence of the olive leaf- 
Refrain my BOOS— ^his dreadful deed refMn 
Let not the tears of Merey plead in vain! 

The Eagle towering in his pride of plaee. 
Shall see some yenturousson of Adam's race. 
Mounted on wings, with balance just and true, 
Seourmg with him the firmament of blue; 
Such wonden shall be known in future times; 
TJnterrified from cloud to cloud, he climbs, 
Till frtmi the height of his celestial teat* 
Rivers shall vanish underneath his feet. 
And even Aararat that towers so grand. 
Shall seem diminUied to a grain of sand* 
Behold him where the Brial tribes are seea 
Supported by a bubble, sail serene. 
And tho* the ^ort of all the winds that Uow, 
He sees a subjugated worid below. 
Now, in a ckmd the glittering wDoder hides, 
Anon, it dams along die dear blue tides. 
While shouting thousands with admiring gaze^ 
l*nrBue this sailor of the solar blaze. 
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Tlie time, shall eome, so speaks Almighty doom. 
When human art shall trinmph o'er ihe ton\b; 
The body formed with such transcendant art 
Saeh nicety (rf* skill in every part, 
Shally tiio*the seat of an immortal mind. 
Vanish from eaMh, and leave its shade behind. 
Thy tame obsequious shadow in thy way. 
That humble ofllspring of the solar ray, 
I^iyes to proclaim this truth to all thy line, 
A sunbeam boasts a longer date than thine. 
Go worship at Ambition's bloody &ney 
Till even Kapine would its rage restrain; 
Go climb the fields of air, the heights explores, - 
Beyond where eren eagles dare to soar; 
Go set thy footstep on the roaring wave, 
Defy the ocean's depth, his coral cave; 
Go snatch the lightning. from the azure field, 
And teach thy hand the bolt of heaven to wield; 
Then Bon of Adam, count thy mighty gi'ins. 
Of all thy glory, but the corpse remains; 
Poor heir of sickneas, sorrow, and decay 
Thou wretched tenant of a little day. 
One moment moving, like a God august, 
The next— « man of silent, mouldering dost; 
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Tho* death with saeh remonelen Tengcanee dirm, 
Tiiy c()ld iusenuite slisdov still surrivet. 

It Hvi*« to tell how small the human spaa 
What frail materials constitute a nuui; 
It lives a satire on the veiy name 
Of human grandeur, and thy hopes of fame. 

Still Art shall triumph with die eonqueroHi 
wreath. 
And teach tlie rugged marble how to breathe; 
The human form. beneath her magic shock 
Breaks from tlie rude recesses of tlie rock; 
The fi-owning quai*ry tliat no tem|)est fean. 
That bears the brunt of heaven for endless jean. 
When touched by art, and fashioned by her skill, 
DissolTes in temale beauty at her will. 
Behold, enrapturing ever}' heart and hand. 
Cold and serene the marble vii^n stand! 
What harmony, what symmetry, what grace, 
Move o'er each limh and languish ou the face! 
How loose, how lovely all those tresses flow 
Upon that bosom's pure and lustrous snow; 
She frowns, each bold intinider to reprove 
Ah! why does not the lovely ^nsioQ move? 
Wherefore this silence, why this steadfast airf 
Rome from tiiy slumber, speak thou lovely fahr! 
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Alu! bow Tain is all this blaze of skill ,| 

The breath, the Almighty breath is wanting still} 

8tigr iutd this lovely prodig> behold, 

How betntifiil to view, and yet how oold. 

Wlwt idle industry, what fruitless pain — 

The virgin steps into tbe block again. 
Montrehs shall strive amidst an empire's diock (S) 
To gain possession of this beauteous block: 
Poets shall sing its praise in strains so sweet. 
That even listening angels might repeat; 
From distant nations, pilgrims still shall come^ 
And gaze till admiration's self be dumb; 
'TIS still bereft of an Almighty breath. 
And stands a steadfast monument of death. 

Unoonquered man, by science guided far. 
Shall boldly measure every brilliant star. 
Till all these orbs in glory so replete 
Shall roll in silent homage at his feet. 
Here is a triumph for thy honoured brow 
Is man encircled with the laurel now! 

This c<Mique8t purchased by no bloo<ly stains, 
Among thy kindred no distinction gains, 
f n vain the lights of yonder heaven may plead 
It' carnage does not consecrate the deed! 

4 



58 



NOAH. 



The angel paused, her face ao fair to ?icv 
Looked level i(>r in Uie drops of sorrowing dew; 
The patriarch gazed , the vision sank in air, 
Hut Mei'cy's tears were still remuuing Uierv. 




CANTO III. 



Ji3l ow had the mom advancmg light and hland, 
Thfo' heaven's high eourt, flung from her glowing 

hand; 
A rose on Aararat,' the moant reeeivea 
And hlushes with the splendor of the leaves. 
The youthfol Shem with countenance as re^d 
Hose from the quiet slumher of his bed. 

"Now tones of mingled and discordant griet 
Were heard, imploring from his hand relief: 
£Mh captive beast and bird with wistful eyes 
Beheld the splendid beams <^ morning rise; 
Confinement was a curse; they longed to share 
With Shem the freedom of the earth and air. 
Shall I, he cried, a sullen joy partake. 
And when my aged father is awake, 
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O ihall he not each pensive eaptive spy. 
Bounding on earth, or aoariog in the sky. 
See iu the solitary Ark they wait. 
And thro' the twilight of their prison grate, 
Far off, the sad and melancholy band 
Catch the dear glimpses o^ tlieir native land. 
No longer shall the Ark^s dull prison bind. 
Companions of my sorrow, ye shall find 
Your ardent claims to liberty allowed, 
Yes, ye shall travel free as yonder cloud — 
Whenever I beh(rfd the splendid eye 
Of brutal gratitude, i know not why. 
It has a secret charm my heart to reach 
Surpassing all the eloquence of speech. 

The plumy people that from dawn to dark 
Remain the joyless prisoners of the ark. 
Were made^o dip their wings that so adorn, 
In the red splendors of the rising morn. 

Go, ye inhabitants of air and earth,. 
Assert your ancient privilege of birth! 
Thus having said, his feariess hand released. 
Each melancholy captive bird and beait. 

Forth came as one o|ypivs8ed with caret of atate 
The monarch of the forest, grave, tedate. 
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^owly he moves, unconscious of afTright 
\nd seems to triumph in superior might. 
The tenants of the forest crouch and stare, 
M'o artificial royalfy is there, 
ffo sparkling diamond, gaudy art allows 
To pour its radiance on those lordly hrows. 

But still he holds an undisputed sway, 
rhtt rolling eye proclaims the wcurd obey, 
lee how his subjects in amazement stand, 
^eep distance due, a timorous fanning band, 
i sflent awe, a dread that knows no bound, 
Pervades and fills the vast assembly round, 
ie careless where his humble followers run, 
ieposes in the splendor of the sunj 
$uch royalty may well the heart appall 
Confessed indeed legitimate by all. 

Now skipped along, impatient to escape. 
That wondrous mockery of human shape, 
rhe haricquin of nature; pert and free 
ie bounded on the branches of a tree, 
Vnd gazed awhile intently on the crowd, 
Shattering his gay impertinence aloud; 
lung by a twig which scarce tlie weight could bear, 
Then tamed a nimble somerset in air; 

4* 
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Thcn,|iausing in ha gaoibolB eanuot find 
One solitBrf beast erf* all the kind, 
Dispoeed his wHd temerity to cheek. 
Or trembling for the hazard of his neck. 
Go on, illustrious brute, and teach to man 
How high his glorious destiny has ran. 
Thou art his master; tho* of form divine 
He tumbles with agility like tliine. 

But what is this? a form that deigns to creep 
The living representative of sleep. 
He views the sunbeam briiruuit in the dawn 
And answers only with a sluggish yawn; 
When were thy beams, O monarch of the sky. 
With transport greeted by the slothful eye? 
When hunger once impels his sluggard feet. 
He cries that he is doomed to move and eat. 
Laments, such iron hold does slumber take. 
The very motion that his jaws must make. 
Tho' hardy industry may oft repine, 
O Sloth! what labour ever rivals thine. 

Next the four footed felon tr6mbling came 
Shrinking witli coward guilt tliro' all his frame; 
Mark his reluctant step, so cautious, sly. 
His downcast head and sidelong gfamce of eye. 
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He stands, for such base canning are thy fruits! 
An outlaw from the feUowship of brutes. 
Far from the rest, he raoyes his trembling nerveif. 
And fears that vengeance that he well deserres) 
No peril waits, Cor such mysterious power. 
Had merey'k angel in thac joyful hour. 
The gabbling goose in safety past him by. 
Nor once conceived his deadly foe so nigh. 

Next came a form how cautious and demure. 
Anxious to keep her silvery ermine pure. 
And lest a foot so marvellously neat, 
A single speck df mud perchance should greet. 
With all a maiden's delicacy prone 
Stepped for assistance on each friendly stone. 
At length a distant nook she chanced to spy, 
A comfortable mansion warm and dry, 
Thither her footsteps hastened, having seen 
With scruUnizing eye her vestment dean. 
All other care oblivion buried deep. 
She ventured now to pur herself to sleep. 

The next successor not so over neat 
A sloven formed by nature's hand complete, 
Came forth and found at last his heart's desire, 
The flood retrealkg left him all the mire, 
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His nose by andent discipline expert. 
Resumed its former office in the dirt. 
Till every bristle by its foul alloy 
Gave testimony to its brutal joy; 
Witli one unusual circumstauoe at least, 
Tnras joy unenvied both by man and beast. 

A sable form next sought the upper air 
Armed at all points witli critic quills to dare; 
Touch and he stings, his mercy still is such 
He wounds those only who offend by touch; 
The pains of boily all his wrath appease, 
He harms no character with quills like these. 

The forest giant shews his honest faee^ 
Proportion, beauty, elegance and grace 
Astonished, as the monster stands confiett. 
All fly the presence of so rude a guest. 
What venturous son of Adam dares oppose 
That mighty arm projecting from his note? 
With ckve behold him, as his footsteps pass. 
This large, uncouth, mishapen, ugly mass. 
Is there one single feeling centered here, 
The sympatheUe bosom to endear? 
Too rash inquirer, cease, and learn to know 
Contempt and scorn for mere external show. 
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Approach ftill nearer, danger b not nigh 
And mailL the shrewd expression of that eye; 
How tranquil, yet how firm these glances are! 
"What courage, what benignity is there* 
The tottering infant when approaching near. 
Plays wiUi the writhing death devoid <^'fear; 
Stands where the lion would not dare to press 
And there receives the monster's rude caress. 
He passes Shera, and with his trunk embrac'd 
G fables his benefactor round the waist, 
Ha who preserved him Irom the roaring main, 
And gave him to the golden sun again; 
O what a lesson man for thee to know 
Where might and mercy are united so! 

What lovely stripes are seen, what placid broM 
What tongue shall call in question beauty now! 
An ermine found, so soft, so smooth, so bland, 
Solicits the kind pressure of the hand. 
Ah cease the stiiun, the rude attempt forbear 
For murder, cruel murder riots there! 
O fly, ncnr let that form so lovely win 
The smooth assassin in so fair a skin! 
He only soothes, 0J^ flatters ta deeoy, 
Thfr unsuspeetung wretch, and then destroy 
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Hypocrisy may look so mild so sleek 
And Carnage can assume a form as meek. 
Take vaming from the brutes, behold they stir. 
And gaze and tremble at that shining far. 

Come faithful creature, why dost thou delay 
Thy soothing blandishments, oh haste away, 
Come, let thy social tail express to all 
Thy heart felt raptures at thy master's call. 
Bound at his bidding, bound With joy sincere, 
He knows that fawning is no flattery here. 
Man finds one friend of bounteous Nature'b makei 
Whose constancy no adverse storms can shake. 
In brutes alone such friendship do we find 
And what a bitter satire on mankind! 

Next comes a mighty form devoid of grace (9) 
The mere Achilles of the brutal race. 
Encased within his coat of mail, he hears 
The hostile javelins singing round his ears; 
In vain they strike, the darts of death rebound. 
And spend their force innoxious on the ground. 
In vain the faulohton's streamy lightning flies. 
He stands undaunted and its rage defies. 
The armour which his study liilibi eooflne 
Was fashioned by a hand indeed ^Tin?. 
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But see the loathsome plunderer of the dead, 
inidat his comrades rears his hated head, 
U voice is heard that craves such dire repast, 
t midnight sounding in tlie hollow blast; 
^en the cold gales of heaven to intercede, 
gh thro' the grass, as conscious of the deed; 
"When the pale empress of the startled night 
ooks down and shudders at the unholy sight, 
iOien wailing ghosts are heared but beared in vaio 
he plunderer dares the rights of death prophane. 
fiurst from thy prison, shake thy flowing mane, 
njoy the freedom of the earth again, 
liott noble Beast and we will still admire 
liatarch of grace, that eye so full of fire, 
^en on his back the warrior deigns to ride, 
low does he stamp and foam with generous pride, 
<xpand his chest and snuff the moimtain airs 
is conscious of the dignity he bears, 
le pants finr battle with heroic zeal 
rums hit fierce orbs upon the glittering steel, 
Seholds his blood in copious torrents flow, 
Lnd dyingi neighs defiance on the foe. 
The Deer impaUent tnch delights to share, 
r;ii(les OB 10 teet be leeina to swim in air, 
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Scarce was the distance measured with his tjc, 

Beibre his ri%al footsteps past itbys 

And witli the same agility of limbs 

Close at his heels the rapid greyhound skims. 

Unravelling all the mazes far and near. 

True as the shadow of tlie bounding deer; 

Till botli exhausted and o'er spent with toil 

With outstretched length reposing on the soil. 

In social brotherhood reeover'd breath, 

This was the chase <^ fncndshi[^— not of death. 

A nionutnent of patience, lo, he stands. 
The humble pilgrim of the burning sands! 
He prodigal of labour, casts his eye, 
From the parched desert to tlie burning sky, 
Bi.hoMs a fieiy mass by whirlwinds driven 
Spri'k'^ trom tlie waste of eardi and mount to heav^ 
Likv that tall column which the sailors fright, 
AVneu ocean's demon rises in his might. 
And struggles with such matchless strength a 
To link his empire to the incumbent ploud, [dowei 

Yet onward still he fares, condemned to go 
Thro' rolling billows that no moisture know. 

Next canu* the flying raee^^une stroTe to ital 
Their thirst beside tlie margin of a lake, 
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'hen rose on twinkling wings to pom* the strain, 
.nd scour the lucid fields of air again. 

Others, rejoicing in their pMo of flight, 
'ell headlong from a steep juid dangerous height, 
lown thro' the yielding air, with all their weight, 
jid :(rhen it seemed inevitable fate, 
rttered a scream of mimick fear aloud, 
^hen mounted up, and hid behind a cloud* 

While others, mere dull sluggards of the wing, 
Vhom nature never meant to fly, nor sing, 
'orsook the pathway of the heaven to lave 
lieir languid plumes, and roosted on the wave. 

The stork, while mounted on the driving blast, 
nqoired of every wandering cloud that past, 
Q tones of mingled horror and despair, 
Vliere all hb beautiful companions wereP 
a vain; no cloud responded to his cry; 
iuother came^-it past in silence by; 
itill did he scream, and scour the land and wave, 
le dkl not know the deluge was their grave. 

Amidst the throng that burst the Ark^ dull gloom , 
Vas one, resplendent for his blaze of plume; 
rhe SOB of Noah diooted with delight, 
Velvome sweet bird! how lovely is thy sight; 
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What brilliant tints, thy var^-ing hues aci 
The bird, in Paradise, was surely bom! 
No other spot, on Nature's ample breast 
Is worthy of so beautiful a guest! 
Henceforth thy name shall be through al 
Known by the sacred soil that gave ihee 

The Robin now began his notes to pou 
A ruddy tai^t on his breast he wore. 
Shem, while he gazed intently on tlie bir 
And saw the stain by Nature's hand conf 
Dreamed not, hb heart with joy was so'e 
His bosom wore the omen of his fate. 

At length the Pelican appeared in sigl 
sun gorging hu raiiacious appetite; 
Perched on a solitary rock, he stood. 
And in the deluge eyed his scaly food. 

The prey on which the glutton seemed t< 
Lay floundering in his wide expanded thr 
While still insatiable his ruthless eye. 
Was roaming far and wide for fresh supp 
And when the vange of hunger once was o' 
\le nodded on the rock to dream of more 
He stood confessed, and deemed it no disj 
The Alderman of all the feathered race. 
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When first the Peacock's kindling eye descried 
The san in all his majesty and pride. 
He deemed tliat hour important to display 
Mu golden plamage, and to rival day. 
<Xt in the ark's chill prison would he strut, 

« 

Lamenting sore his blaze of glory shut; 
Impatient waiting for the solar gleam. 
For well he knew the bounty of the beam. 

Behold him now: with what delight be tunui! 
A mimic firmament around hi:o bums! 
Full, on his plume, the ray of morning breaks, 
And there with mild and gentle touch awakes 
Each slumbering jglory; all the birds admire 
The deepening shadow tipt with downy fire. 
That o'er his head such varied lustre spreads. 
And dies away at last in golden threads; 
Gaze, as die brilliant prodigy recedes. 
And follow where the illustrious stranger leads. 

Next came the sage of all the feathered race. 
Distinguished by rotundity of face; 
O who can doubt that wisdom does abound 
In this grave prodigy with face so round? 
He wanders in the light, he knows not wher&» 
Blind with the beams^ a stranger to the glare, 
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Looks round and screamsy in horrible diimayy 
For some to help him fi-oni tlie sunny raj. 
He det'ms it (who shall say he is not right?) 
Profound philosopliy to shun the light. 
First let us learn to scorn the jM^dant's scowl. 
Before we spurn the wisdom of an OwlP 

Still searching round, and never finding food 
The bii'd, the loveliest of tlie erial bivod. 
Escaped the ark, whose wings are ne?er dumb. 
But beat the zephyr with a. gentle hum. 
Capricious bird! the man of curious eye 
Strives but in vain his lineaments to spy: 
He sees a glittering motion in the air. 
That quivers in the day beam here and there | 
Like some bright dream, that oft appears to riie» 
And flash before the poet's wandering eyes; 
But when he nearer pries with aching sight. 
The gay intruder vanbhes in light. 

At length long necked Stupidity draws near, 
Uu dauntless bosom never felt a fear; 
Mark how he moves, and how prepared to fight, 
He hisses fengeanee on superior might; 
He deems the lion's presence augurs ill. 
And itraight protrudes a long extended billy 
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naps at his feet, as with a single sup, 
eat the monarch of the forest up. 
^.bh clumsy comrades all prepared to shout, 
Sail the proud oon<](fieror with a clamorous route. 
X^hej seem to say, while marching o'er the green, 
, O what a migh^ hero have we seen! 
■^'^t*he lordly lion shrinks, his fears encrease, 
yTovaeet this doughty champion of the geese, 
fihouton ye yaliant souls, without a cause! 
Andteaeh tiie worih of popular applause. 

And next, from Noah'ii prison, strutting came, 
A feathered hero, loiig since known to fame; 
Danger in every instance, he derides, 
Wilh how much scorn and petulance he strides! 
•- Sleeping, or waking, still he dreams of fight. 
And sounds his challenge in the ear of night. 
Long shall posterity, this name confer, 
' The plumed Knight, who hears the gallant spur. 
But hariL, with gentler sound, the welkin rings. 
The sportive hird of morning soars and sings, 
A song like this, oh Noah ope tbme eyes, 
. Unbar thy windows — view the ruddy skies; 
J|iow beautiful the lambent sunshine seems, 
F The tree tops all are tipt with golden beamS} 
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AH nature now is full of life aod glee, I B 

Fling care away! eoine sluggard rooont with me! | 1 

Called by the lark, the Patriareh, with the sun 
Arose and saw, well pleased, what Shem had done; 
At length the thoughts that cheered his bona 
In ardent blessings from his aged tongue, [spmtg, 
Come to my arms; oh, fain would I impart 
The warmth that kindles in a father's heart! 
Thou art indeed my son! for know, like thee, 
I rose to set the murmuring captives free. 

l^hy early limbs, with youth and vigour blest. 
Anticipated all tliy sire's request. 
Welcome my fellow-sufferers on the wave! 
So lately rescued from an awful grave; 
Welcome ye beasts and birds to every shore; 
I bid ye welcome to the earth once more! 
Dreadful to beasts, but to the fowls ai air 
More dreadful was captivity to bear: 
For oft, with loud and melancholy call. 
They beat their wings against their prison wall. 

Oft does the father's lips,— in accents mild. 
Warn of his duty some beloved child; 
And much he fears, whatever his tongue maj say, 

*" hind instruatioDS may be thrown away. 
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But v/hen a 8on, with transport in his eyes, 
Liooks in the father's face, and thus replies; 
Banish thj doubts and fears, let joy suceeed, 
Tby boy already has performed the deed; 
A parent only'can my joys divine. 
This is a privilege reserved for thine. 

Amazement fired the patriarch vhile he spoke, 
For on his eyes, a starry radiance broke! (10) 
And now, with lowly reverence he bows, 
To see it ti^ inkle on his offiipring's brows. 

My son! he cried, this is the power divine. 
The power of God, it is salvation's sign! 
That heavenly light, in future time shall guide. 
The wandering shepherds to the virgin's side. 

Yet, they shall follow that illumined brow. 
The star that lightens on thy temples now! 
Shoot, O ye heavens! for, on this blessed mom, 
A Saviour to the universe b bom! , 

To hail that light, exulting angels stand! 
Mediinks already 1 behold the band. 
Watching with eyes impatient, wide and far. 
The first bright glimmer of that Morning Star. 
When from the east, the glorious herald springs. 
And pours his beamy radiaiioe on their wings; 
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They shout aloud, with one aceordtnt mind. 

Glory to God! and Peace to all mankind! 

A strain so worthy heayen, to osher in. 

When Mercy triumphs over Death and Sin* 

Roll on ye wheels! awake thou blessed star! 

For, seated in his bright triumphal car. 

The Conqueror eomes! so speaks Almighty breath. 

He comes, victorious over Sin and Death; 

He eomes, he comes! with pardon fai hit cjet. 

To open wide the portals of the ikies! 

1 see, for heaven has to mine eyes revealed. 

His tpailcling helmet, and his glittering shield! 

The Conqueror comes! and full upon his breast. 

In large and radiant characters expressed. 

Appears the word Saltation! Merey pleads 

His swift career, and hurries on his steeds. 

I see— overcome with gratitude and joy. 

He fell upon his neck, and clasped his boy. 
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dxop traveller, leave this unfrequented vay, 
or dare encounter yon resistless ray; 
broad, a melaneholy silence reigns, 
\y flocks at mom that sported on the plains, 
3rget, while fainting in this noontide heat, 
he fragrant herbage underneath their feet. 
Hushed are the groves, the birds no longer chaunt 
eneath the shelter of the boughs, they pant, 
or dare to wander from their place of rest, 
ntil the soft and reconciling west, 
ells with a tranquil beam that day is done, 
nd cools the fervour of this awful sun. 
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The bee alone, in this tormenting^ hour. 
Hums on his dreary oourse from flower to flower, 
And seems to sorrow, while he takes their spoil. 
That healoue is always doomed to toil. 

The tent of Ham, affords a cfx>l retreat. 
And happy will it ever be to greet 
The stranger, as he wanders on his way. 
And give him shelter from tlie solar ray. 

Enter; whate'er my bounty can afford. 
The cool refreshment, hospitable board} 
Kind intercourse, to cheer th^ drooping state. 
All, all obedient on thy will shall wait. 

Art thou a stranger in these burning sands. 
And pensive journeying into distant lands. 
In quest cf brothers, friends, and kindn>d dear. 
Approach my tent, and thou shalt find tliem here. 

Does grief oppress thee; shall my harp atoae. 
And strive to loothe a sorrow not its own? 
For oft its wild and melancholy airs. 
Have caught the traveller^ ear, and sootlied his 

cares; 
Fain would they now impart the same to thee, 
llie strain of sorrow is not new to me: 

1 spake of friends and brothers, graoioui Power! 
What strange delusion watts the pretent hour. 
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Does sight deceive? thou wearest an human face! 
Tet well I know art none of Noah's race. 
What ark preserved thee from the roaring wave, 
And to the eyes of Noah's offspring gave, 
A pleasure that his heart can ne'er repent. 
To entertain the stranger in his tent? 

Panting beneath the beam, and wearied sore, 
The traveller seeks the hospitable door. 
When sweet refreshment and reviving rest. 
Had roused the spirits of the weary g^est. 
His lips esolairoed — thou wilt not surely spurn 
A wanderer's tale, the only poor return; 
Condemned this hard laborious life to lead. 
No flocks of mine in verdant pastures feed; 
No tent have I, when day so fiercely glows, 
To bid the traveller enter and repose; 
Yet stBl the tale my lips would fain impart, 
Mayelaim an interest in thy feeling heart, 
Till yonder sun's ferocious beams relent. 
And send me forth a wanderer from tliy tent . 

I>*ar natal soil, (the pensive traveller said,] 
Land of my fathers! whither art thou fled? 
Where are thy sunny banks, thy pleasant flowers, 
Thy streams that murmored to my infant ho*irs. 
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Full well I call to mind tliy hills and dales, 
The boy that loitered througli thy verdant 
Marked every bad that seemed to court hb 
And, with the blossom, felt his heart expai 
Methinks I see him roam the meadows thi 
And chace the insect in the early dew; 
With gentle fingers catch the timid thing. 
And fearful lest his touch might harm the ^ 
Gaze for a moment, only to admire 
The splendid raiment and the rich attire. 
And tlien dismiss, the captive quick as thoi 
To taste the banquet of die flower he sough 
While scenes like these, my heart delights 
It aches to find that infant now a man. 

In distant countiies, far beyond thy ken. 
Beyond thy thought, reside a race of men. 
Whose simple minds their narrow skies cou 
From whom your present guest derives his 

Unknown and fanned by every gentle gal 
The huiuble quiet oi my native vale. 
Was all enclosed by mountains, raised so hi] 
They bore the weight of an incumbent sky. 
From these tall pillars, soared upon the vie 
A large majestic dome, of radiant blue; 
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JLit hj that holy fire, whose heams unspent, 

* 

Vow ibiae around thy hospitable tent. 

Whene'er the slow retiring sun carest 
Our mountam tops, we trembled at the guest; 
How bright, how fearful! all those flashes were! 
Spare us approaching Power, in mercy spare! 

Or when descending to hb western throne. 
His burnished feet upon the mountains shone. 
We marked the radiance gleaming, as it iSroke, 
Through clouds of mist, and deemed those vapours 
smoke. 

Thus were we trained to think the horizon bound, 
Thus circumscribed by lofty hills around. 
Was one majestic tent for all our line. 
Expanded o'er our heads by art divine. 

To all these tales, tradition added more. 
And told the wonder, that, in days of yore, 
Ourfathers once transgressing Nature's doom, 
Found on these mountain tops a fiery tomb; 
We deemed, (such thoughts did early faith instill) 
We deemed it sacrilege to climb the hill; 
Beyond our humble valley to aspire. 
And toueh with daring hand the solar fire. 
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It was an idle fear, a fooliih tilei 
llut still it bound us to our iiftdYe vale; 
It taught our fathers, brothers, ne'er to roam 
Beyond the precincts of our quiet home. 
It taught us joys of pure domestic birth. 
Home charities, the hospitable hearth; 
The social, pleasant heart, the brow unbent. 
That welcomes every footstep to the tent; 
Light, Cheerfulness, Content, and smiling Ease, 
How dear is Knowledge at the price of these! 

Yes, we were happy, not a thought transgressed; 
The aged pai'ent saw his children blest; 
With grateful heart adored the power di%ine. 
Then, with a calm, insensible decline. 
He sunk to rest; he closed his weary eye. 
And seemed, O stranger, more to fade than die. 
'Tis thus the dew drop of the morning gleams. 
Reflects its little hour the sunny beams; 
Gives all its lustre, while it dies so fast, 
And shines and sparkles to the Tery last, 

Amidst the groves and gloomy shades, wei^ seen 
Our parents' graves of venerable green , 
And twas a pious custom, onoe a year, 
For all sun'iving friends and kVi\v\Yc<\ VL*fav. 
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In awful silence, to assemble it)und, 
And on that ever consecrated mound, •* # 
To plant a shrub, all drooping, fresh with dew, 
l/Vhoae blossom bears a dark funereal hue; 
In time, our hearts by sympathetic power. 
Felt filial reverence for this sable flower. 
The giddy youth who, in a careless walk. 
Should thoughtless rend it from the parent stalk 
lYould be, by all surviving kindred, styled 
The scorn of nature, the ungrateful child, 
An outcast — shunned by all the good and just. 
Who felt no revei*ence for a father's dust! 
This plant possessed a strange mysterious power. 
And hence, was ever called the Ifuneral flower: 

Should rival jealousy, revenge, or hate, 
Distorb the social quiet of our state. 
He whose grey ban's outnumbered all the rest^ 
"Would listen with a fixed impartial breast. 
And what his cool matnrer judgment saw. 
He calmly uttered, and his lips were law. 
His word* with sueh endearing mildness fell^ 
So tender, that the heart could scarce rebel. 
The frowning cheek resumed a smile of graee, 
Aad Moger f»n ished in the warnk «is^T%Ab«> 
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But should some hickless youth, some thoaglitless 
Refui^^l homage to a law so mild, [ehild, 

A friend's entreaty, all remonstrance spurn. 
And trample on advice with unconcern; 
Then, was he doomed each unrepentant hour. 
To wear the hadgeof soom, the fiaieraljloroer; 
Where'er he rared, he saw with fearful ken 
His presence shunned hj all his fellow men. 

How much I enty now my fether's lot. 
Confined hy sunshine to that quiet spot, 
Where one poor flower was held in so much awe. 
It kept the sacred majesty of law. 

O happy days! alas in evil hour, 
My throbbing bosom felt Ambition's power. 
I longed to scale the mountain'^ dreaded height, 
I longed to trace this mystery of light: 
I saw the plumy heralds of the spring. 
Float in the burning radiance, cm the wing. 
And in despite of that alarming tale, 
Deacend in quiet to our native vale: 

My father^ when he yielded up ha breath. 
Imposed this mandate from the bed of death. 
Thy mind my son let proud ambition fill, 
Ae it th/ task to elimb the «a.QTe^^\\\\\ 
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then vith honest confidence, and dare 
e sun's ascending, or descending glare, * 

ej my mandate, and thou shalt not ful 

see what wonders lurk beyond our yale; 
t should 'st thou dare my words to disobey, 
edless of what a father's lips may say, 
en take my curses, in my dying hour, 
d wear, 'till life shall end, the funeral flower* 
ienee I resoWed to brave the burning fire, 
ith no companion but my tuneful lyre.— 
len first my feet prophaned the sacred hill, 
liat unknown terrors made my bosom thrill! 
ne eyes around me fearful glances cast; 
eard a voice in every hollow blast; 
at said, or seemed in fancy's ear to say, 
lee thee hence! rash mortal, haste away; 
d when the trees, that on the margin grew, 
x>k their green heads to every wind that blew, . 
thought the melancholy sound confessed 
e near approach of some unwelcome guest, 
'et then my fattim's ghost appeared to lower^ 
d scornfully present the funeral flower; 
>re88ed with doubts and terrors, such as these, 
veak, so feeble were my sinking Iuiqca^ 
6* 
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That scarcely had I reached the moantain side, 
Before my hands, expanded far and wide. 
Sought friendly suooour from each pendant spray, 
Or humble shrab that blossomed on my way. 

ThroQi^ many trialiy tedkMii to reeount, 
I gamed the summit of the sacred moanU 
The range, the boundless ra^ge of earth and sk\ , 
So late the conquest of my roving eye, 
The rich reward of all my care and toil. 
How did I riot in the glorious spoil! 
Amidst the thou^ts that then transported me, 
I threw a glance of proud contempt on thee. 
My humble native vale! no longer dean 
The pipe of early shepherd, load and dear. 
Whose oft repeated strains as nature wild. 
Had caught my heart and charmed me from a child. 
By some mysterious power, I know not how. 
Forever lost its fond endearment now! 

I saw thy well known arch with wild aniaze^ 
Till now, the cincture ot my early days. 
Fled from the sacred hillj in |rfate of rest 
Retreating further onwards, till it prest 
Some other mountain, destitute of name. 
As yet a stranger to the eye qAIkeoa. 
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When from the lominit, light of heart, I sprung; 
1 listened to the echoes of my tongue; 
And in those ardent visions of my mind, 
I deemed myself the first of all mankind, 
Ordained, bf my superior art, to teach * 
The regioD round to utter human speech. 

Delighted, on my s^iepherd's lyre I played. 
And listened to the echoes of the shade, 
A sudden sound of sorrow and complaint 
Breathed from afar, in accent low and faint. 
Surprised my ear — the cause I could not tell; 
I 8topped*-Huiother note more tender fell. 
So sott, my harp eould not its soitow share. 
It seemed to mm*mur fcnran absent fair* 

llien forth I strayed, admonished by the soun4. 
And saw reclining on a tufted mound, 
A human form, all covered o'er with gloom, 
As deep, as dismal as the raven*s plume* 
I thought my feeUe shadow in the ray. 
My sole compaoioD in that length of way. 
Had left its hunQil^. station on die plains, 
And started up, replete with blood and veinf ! 
Fearful of harm, I crept behind a screen, 
A tMngied covert of protectini; C^ee^ ) 
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And from the shelter of ni^ dark retreat, 
Sanreyed the prodigy I dared not meet. 
Silent I listened with attentiye ears. 
While words like these di8|>elled my idle fean. 

Ah, why, my Sarah! why this long doUy, 
Why hast thoa lett thy hashand's arms to-day? 
Fatigued I sought thee through the palmy grore, 
Where first this pipe proclaimed our early love. 
That pleasant spot! that flower-enamelled seat. 
So often welcomed hy our faithful feet. 
Was lost6i me! the sight I could not hear, 
For Sarah, crutl Sarah, was not there. 
1 plucked the freshest flowerets from their beds., 
Bathed with the sunny tears that morning sheds. 
And, in a wreath, their tender blossoms twined, 
At thy return, thy jetty brows to bind. 
And, cruel Sarah, heedless hast thou staid , 
Until their fragrance and their bloom decayed. 
Wet still they are; but yet they do not shine 
As once they did, with tears of heiffen, but min?. 

Another form now rose to vieiif, whose skin 
Was, to the unknown stranger's, all akin. 
Charmed with this mild address, I nearer drcv, 
Aad stood before them, Cv3\ in. o^ii Vv^"*^ . ^ 
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sadden fetr through all their members ran, 

tey gazed, and gazed, and thought me more 

than man; 
imed as I fbndl j proffered my embrace, 
i though thflly eyes were dazzled by my face, 
itrove in vain, their confidence to siiare, 
3wn in the dust they fell, and trembled there. 
I pointed to their sight the feathered throng, 
^arbllng such sweet variety of song, 
ad bade them mark the plumes, so &ir vaA 

bright, 
lat glowed with such diversity of lig^t; 
;hold that wreath, beset with flowers so fau*, 
lAt thou hast destined for thy Sarah's hair; 
vw beautiful is Nature here displayed! 
ingling such varied intercourse of shade, 
id yet combiuiug all tlieir blossoms here, 
» die in fragrance round a head so dear. 
Here, though our hues may differ, let us dwell, 
kd let no difiei-ent shade our hearts repel, 
•ange that my prennee thus should overpower, 
hen nature's shadows, in this very flower, 
em all thine idle terrors to upbraid, 
id laugh Mt such hostility of sbade. 



I 
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From that dear moment, Sarah's gloomy firame, 
Claimed from mj lips a sister's tender name. 
And though my first approach awakened fears, 
We parted, stranger, with exchange of tears. 

Thus hast thou heard a travellertl timpla tale, 
He left the artless quiet of his vale: 
In quest of novelty, hb feet have run. 
And followed hither the receding suns 
Nor can he find where'er his foot he bends. 
Beneath what hill the blazing orb descends. 

And this I fear the lot of all mankind. 
When once they leave the spot by heaven assignsdj 
Some splendid novelty will eircamvent. 
And thus allure their footsteps from content. 
For should 1 now review my natal spot. 
Each charm, each fond endearment is forgot 
Still might the consecrated mountains rise. 
But they have lost all reveronce in mine eyes:- 
And I (so proud does my ambition tower) 
Should look with scorn upon the funeral flower. 
And trust me, stranger, one unwelcome guest, 
like me, would taint with poison all the i-est. 

O happy mortals! ever may your feet 
JPunue the footstep thal^ouc U)^«n>Ma£\ 
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knd thus ID quiet m«f ye pass away 

To good old age, and die as blest as diey! 

Then Ham, who while his guest pursued his tale, 
^e\t in his bosom confidence prevail; 
n^nired what wk preserved him from the dead 
Vhile earth washy the deluge overspread.—* 

Earth overspread! (the pilgrim thus rejoined) (11) 
¥bat strange delusion occupies thy mind! 
hir sacred mountain, sU^nger, soars so high, 
Lnd comes so near in contact with the sky; 
.^hat should the ocean and the clouds unite, 
!*beir mighty waters to o'erwhelm its height, 
till would its top, in proud defiance, throw 
iM placid shadow on the wave below. 
VUj need I summon mountains to declare 
low false, how idle thy conjectures are? 
Vhy should I call the ruddy nymphs and swain?, 

left so happy on their native plains? 
*he bii-d* that carolled loud on every spray, 
ind cheered my lonely jwlitude of way; 
^ho when the deluge all around thee beat^ 
\ Nature's mighty ark found safe retreat; 
'be falsehood of the tale, thine eyes attest, 
sduid before thee here, a living i^cnt. 
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Ham's Tuage glowed with joys enlireniiig red 
His harp he seized, and while his fiogen sped 
Through all the maze of harmony, hu tongue. 
Thus to the Lord, a song of triumph sung. — 

Father of Glory, 'twas thy saving gncel 

Preserved the aged Patriarch and his race, 

§ 

And gave them, rescued from the treache 

main. 
The goodly heritage of earth again— 
Twas thy especial Providence that sent 
The stranger to this hospitable tent; 
With humble hearts we bless thy iK>wer diyine. 
That still some little part of Adam's line 
Survive, while thousands by the deluge fell. 
Where thy good spirit still delights to dwell.:— 
O may the E^en thou hast formed so pure. 
Through the long lapse of future time eiidure; 
There may the eursed angel never dwell 
Who tempted our forefathers to rebel; 
Brought on his children tliy indignant dooni. 
And made the bowers of Pai-adise a tomb. 
Even now, perhaps, with malice in his meio^ 
He lurks around the tent of Ham unseen)- 



^ 
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And white we artTc th; kind protecting ore, 
Awaiti bit GiTorite moment to enmire — 
O iDBf ttiii wicked apirit! — white he *pi^, 

The BtrMger"! Tiiage to ft demon's broke! — (12) 
And while hi« bii^anl ejc-bnlh wildlj roll! 
He ahewt the anguish of B gniltj loul. 
When atem Tindictive Justice aliuls the door. 
And Bupplioating Mercy pleads no more. 

Trembling, he Bed, and Tanithed from the place, 
While muttering eortei on the Patriarch's race. 
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■^u-* 



«l OT to the tent of Ham! for, on this raora. 
His prayers are heard, a smiling boy is bom; 
Welcome (twas thus he gave his feelings way) 
Thou little stranger to the eyo of day, 
A peaceful azure lights thoAe opening eyes. 
That cheek where innocence, so ruddy, lies, 
l'i*oclaim that heaven and earth alike, have smiled. 
Auspicious on so beautiful a child. 
For me, Almighty wratli no longer bums; 
The olive bearing messenger returns. 
And though unseen, his course is hither bent. 
He drops the pledge of mercy on my tent. 
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Thus spake the lips of Ham, when, turning^ i 
His ear admonished by approaching sound; 
He saw and welcomed with a joy sincere. 
His Gtther and his brotlier Japheth near. 

Father, he cried, how blest tliis raoi'ning n 
For 1o, a stranger is my guest to-day. 
Behold that dawning smile, those budding ch: 
He opes and spreads abroad hb infant arms, 
And seems, by action to express assent 
To all a Other's welcome to the tent. 
Look, how he gently sinks upon thy face, 

* 

As if his bosom cooited thy embrace; 
Can'bt thou resist a look, ao toft, so bland. 
The kindly pressure of that gentle hand? 
Canaan b hb name, O crown my joy. 
And Noah, g^ve thy blessing to the boy. 

Thus one, who long by cares and storms o] 
Sinks down exhausted on the bed of rest — 
And fears to slumber in the weary night, 
Latt those fierce demons that inyade the ligl 
Should, on the surge of midnight, darkness n 
With tenfold sorrows on hb aching soul. 
Oblivion finds at last; and joyful sounds 
The itream that from the ru^^^^ rc^R^V t^\k»x 
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The light fantastic carol of the birds. 
The deepening melody of lowing herds. 
And every sound the human heart that cheers. 
Bursts in full harmony upon his ears; 
As the light zephyr lifts the trembling leaves. 
In arbours green, his roving eye perceives 
Liigfat forms of female beauty gleaming through, 
"With ruddy cheeks and eyes of heavenly blue. — 

Such was the joy of Noah's heart, to see 
His grandson thus reposmg on his knee, 
The Patriarch spoke, while joy illunied his face, 
I hail thee as the pledge of heavenly graces- 
Sure evidence to me the eurse is o'er. 
That now Almighty vengeance bums no more; 
I see, with heart felt gratitude and joy, 
jMy life redoubled in this smiling boy. 
Set a few suns, and 1 shall |>ass away. 
Around my grave, this child shall sport and play, 
And wonder why his parents, with a tear. 
Shall lead him from a spot to them so dear— 
In fouth's delicious season, when the bow 
SjMns with it's soothing light the woild below — 
Then, Ham, thy lips shall to his eai's relate 
The mcUucUoly tale of Noah^a {ax«* 

7* 
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Go, then my son, improve the fljinghour, 

Teach this Immortal while 'tis in thy power. 

To spurn temptitions that around him riBe, 

And dare to claim his mansion in the skies. 

Teach him this truth— the good man and the just, 

Is but an Angel, clad in human dust.-— 

When death dissolves tlietie,he claps his wings. 

Impatient tor his native home, he springs, 

And foimed a child of glory now complete. 

He treads the stars beneath immortal feet-* 

There is above a Paradise more fair, 

No serpent shews his shining ti'eachery there; 

No tree, whose flower, when fanned by heavenly 

breath, 
Expands to eveiy touch Uie bloom of death.—- 

Scarce had he spoke, when, witli a sudden start 
And wild, unusual throbbings of tlie heart. 
He tui*ned around him oft a tearful gaze. 
Like one bewildered in a dread amaze; 
What mean, he cried, these sharpened points of 

flame, (13) 
Tliat ntove in rapid circles round my frame! 
Now they extend a line of lengthened light. 
And now they flash prom\ae^ovi« otv >\t& iv^W . 
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What raeaa those nodding pliunes, that round me 

run, 
And give their splendours to the golden sun!— - 
Those shitting helms, mt^ifioent and dear. 
That thus alternate beam and disappear!*^ 
What mean these coursers standing, half revealed. 
The other part to human eye concealed! 
Now thej emerge! and now they shake their manes! 
The glowing chariots follow in their ti'ains! 
I see a guard of glory round me sta^d; 
Horsemen and chariots torm a flaming baud! 
Proudly the steeds, of such immortal birth. 
Fret on the rein, and scornful stamp the earth! 
They pant their native element to share, 
Aud trample with their hoofs the fields of air! 
Could ye but see the congregation nigh. 
The brightest sunbeam would relieve the eye. 

I feci this sacred influence in my soul. 
How briglit the waves of inspiration **olU 
Such radiant gloiy overpowers my sight. 
It is a deluge now, of heavenly light!-*- 
The billows beat and swell, and now they climb. 
Against the opposing darkness iniised by Time, 

Burst the proud barrier in their Tapi^ vni^ ^ . ^ 

And give a long futurity to day \ 
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Henceforth let all of Noah's sooi eonfen. 
Who seek the mysteried liid m time*k reoe«. 
And learn the secret of unfolding day,— 
Wliat deep, what awful penalty they payi | 

Enough, enough, for mortal man to know. 
That every age shall hring its share of woe. 
To me the sad pre-eminence is given. 
To read the dreadful characters of heaven. 

1 came, O Ham, with all a parenfb joy. 
To iK)ur my hlcssing on thy infant boy; 
But fate forbids the boon my bosom seeks*-* 
The trembling Prophet, not the Father, speaks, 
A parent's lips are doomed, with sorrow wild. 
To utter curses on a darling child; 
He shall be known, throughout all natare'k frame^ 
To distant ages by Canaan^ name — (14) 
That glowing light, that now has overspread 
His infant check with such enlivening red. 
Shall vanish, never on his face to bloom, ' 
And take the colour of the Raven's plume, 
Canaan's offspring, dismal to behold. 
Shall bear the bloody scourge, be bouglit and sold, 
Limbs of spare diet and incessant toil. 
With aoavajling tears shall dretteVi \!liie w:^^ 
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"^kjii till the grave has all Uieir cares released^ 
^^liej scarce shall know the respite of the beast, 
'^oor child of anguish, sorrow and despair, 
^Thj raven coloured skin and fleecy hair, 
^Hark thee, from all the race of man a slave, 
^nd thou shalt know no quiet but the grave. 
A bounteous God has in thy wild retreat^ 
jPoared all creation's treasures at thy feet. 
In Tain thy flowerets pant upon the gale, 
A fragrance Paradise would fain inhale; 
In vain thy forests bloom with spice anew. 
Thy trees drop manna plenteous as the dew— - 
Jn Tain thy long and winding rivers sweep; 
Their rapid courses to the parent deep-' 
In vain thy everlasting mountains stand. 

And far, and wide project a shade to grand; 

In vain has heaven decreed thy son shall reign 

Sole lord of this magnificent domain; 

Still, still he sinks without an arm to save— 

Creation smiles, but man is still a slave; 

Arks beyond number, freighted with the load 

Of human flesh, shall scour the ocean road. 

Shall roam, where'er the gales, the biUows fan. 

To find a market for immortal man. 
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The cmel scourge the pcnauce still maiiitaio 
And claims the ancient forfeit of the veins— 
Yet stilly tliy son Canaan, shall admire. 
And feel, all Ham's devotion for the Ijrre; 
When hopeless dayliglit sorrows down Che m 
And Nature, all but lie, retires to rest. 
Awhile he sits, in pensive anguish dumb. 
Then, mushig on his many woes to come. 
He strikes the harp, and in a strain so deep. 
The very echoes seem to wake and weep. 

He paused, a sudden shout of wild surprix 
Bose from the tent of Ham, and rent the ski 
The mother who embraced, with looks lo ki 
Now flics her infant in alarm of mind. 
Disowns the lawful offspring of her bed. 
And cries, ah whetlier has Canaan fled? 
What means this change, what thatexpressiv 
Canaan late so beautiful and fair. 
Has lost the shining whiteness of liis skin, 
A spectacle of woe to all withni! 
For one of Noali*s shining guard drew nov; 
Unseen, he smote Canaan with his spear. 
And in that moment, horrible to tell, 
Etemul darkness on Kis kaViSKAicW 
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A bof , the wonderiog Patriarch next descried, 

rene in jouthfal beauty by his side, (15) 
%e saw each gentle smile, each budding grace, 
"That bloomed more largely in his Japheth's face, 
*rhe form, the air, the features, well he knew. 
His bounding heart proclaimed the vision true. 

Onward he past— -and Noah saw with fear, 
A child so y(mng had no kind parent near, 
Alas who knows what terrors may await! 
What dangers threat his unprotected state. 
Shield him, ye angels! for his fate is hard, 
He thou blest Providence the pilgrim's guard! 

The Patriarch now beheld this little child 
Abandoned to a vast and gloomy wild- 
Here savage beasts were howling round for prey 
Here savage man was seen, more fierce than they. 
Through the dark tangled thickets, Noali spies 
The cruel glances of ferocious eyes, 
Tlie frown of scorn, contortions, strange and wild. 
All bent intensely on tills wandering child— • 

Onwurdhi: i>assed, his nerves no danger shook, 
He cast to heaven, a calm confiding look. 
The selfsame quiet gaze an infant shows, 
WIhv when sarrormded by a tbousawA I^^chx 
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Cuts bat an eye, and sees a parent near. 
Then, forward moves insensible to fear! 
For well he knows, that stedfast eye atirreys 
Each feeble tottering footstep, as he ttrnya; 
He knows that voice, with tendemeaa replete. 
Will oft reprove the errors of his feet; 
Secnre and anxious never to offend 
His kind protecting father and his friend, 
llie boy sees only, in the luxir of harm. 
Outstretched salvation in that powerfol arm; 

And tlius did Japheth in the ho ur of oare 
Rely on heaven, for all his strength was there* 
He passed, protected by an holy spell, 
Down at his feet the swift winged arrows fell| 

Onward he passed — the hostile tribes dismayedf 
To see an infant without human aid 
Defy their vengance — felt a sacred awe. 
Astonished at the prodigy they saw. 
.A power, superior far to mortal artt. 
Wrought such unnatural terror in their 
In deep astonishment they now began 
To tliink the wonderous stranger more than 

Onward he passed*— «nd now with wHd inrpffiNi 
The savage manaiid\M!aM.\ie£aRVosi^V^M^ 
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Howling with dread they sought the forest shade. 
Warned by the bipam that round his temples pli^edj 
No eye of hostile vengeance could endure 
The light of innocence, so calm, so pure* 

Onward he passed— -through perils how severe; 
The giant forests howed as he drew near. 
Prostrated all their honours, and expressed 
Their reverence for so wonderful a guest. 
Where'er he trod, as by divine command, 
His footsteps in this dark and howling land. 
Betokened life, and joy, and light serene. 
All gay with flowers, or bright with cheerful green. 
Thus when the storms of winter pass avray. 
Succeeded by the blythesorae vernal days 
A fairy spirit wanders, none can see. 
So light, so thin, so delicate is she. 
She rides the wandering zephyr, as he roves 
Through garden walks, or more majestic groves, 
Touches the withered herb— *tis decked in bloom. 
She breathes — the floweret catches the perfume} 
She speaks, and joy,' and mirth, and transport now, 
In spangled plumes are seen on every bough | 
In every place, the welcome stranger meets 
A breatbiag gntitade oC varied iv««to. 

8 
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Onward did Japheth pass, where saTage men. 
And laTage beasts had shared one common den; 
The I6hj turrets and the sacred spires 
Held glittering pariance with the solar fires. 
And forms of female innocence were seen. 
Beside the cottage, all embowered in green. 
Teaching the devious needle, as it strays. 
To lead the snowy thread through every maze; 
While others taught the embryo flowers to bloom 
Or sung to the sweet labours of the loom. 

Onward he passed, his visage shone so clear. 
That mountains, rivers, inland seas appear; 
And as the wondrous infant nearer drew. 
They stood unveiled to Noah's ravished view; 
Mountains, whose shade expanding in the ray. 
Seemed sable blots upon the face of day. 
As if they strove in all their pride of height 
To measure shadows with the solar light; 
Rivers, still rushing with resistless force, 
Afiir those shining serpents, wound their course, 

« 

Far even as prophetic eye could strain. 
And sought in sweeping majesty the main- 
Through forests deep, o'er meads, and down tl 
▼ales^ 
W7%e Patriarch saw the gUUer oS lihevc «»\sa\ 

\ 

„..■■■„ - - ^. ....^^^^^ 
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Seas, inland seas, that ehafing with disdain^ * 

At such seclusion fttun the parent main— • 
Like fierce imprisoned spirits, rave and roar. 
And strive to burst the houdage of the shore. 

Wliile Noah gazed in ecstacy of mind. 
His eyes with such bright vision almost blind^ 
And musing onhis Japheth, o'er and o*er. 
He hears approach a loud and threatening roac; 
A mighty lion, horrible ai\d fell. 
That bound the ocean by some mystic spell. 
Rolling hu fiery orbs with rage around. 
Stalked o'er the billows, as on solid ground. 
See, with what fiiry when thei'e's none to save. 
He lays his length upon the rolling wave! 
Bent on revenge, to savage fury vext. 
He bounds from one broad billow to the next — 
Nor deigns he now, such rage inflames his mien. 
To set his foot upon the space between: 
He springs to seize the boy— O heavens! what power 
Shall save my Japheth in this trying hour! 
The Patriarch cried — thou ait the lion's prey. 
Hide me, oh hide me from this dreadful day; 
Let Time hb sable mantle now unroll. 
And blot tills fearful vision {Tom lo^f vw^* 
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HIpleMold man! nj whence this deep despair? 
He gaxed ■gain— hia shining guard was there: 
They formed spontaneous, in an hour so dread, 
A fieiy eirele round his Japheth's head. 
Engirdled now, seeure the youth appears. 
Protected hy a hUze of heatenly spettrs. 
Tet still such anguish wrung the parent's heart. 
His genres all trembled with conTulsiye start; 
And secret heimploced the Power divine 
To give assurance by another sign. 
He prayed, then paused, and lo! the zodiac rings 
With the loud clangor of descending wings!— 
The clouds disperse, and now by heavenly grace. 
An Eagle, soaring in his pride of plac^— 
Was seen, the head of Japheth hovering o'er; 
A thunderbolt the plumy stranger bore — 
The Patriarch shuddered at the dreadful sights 
He gazed again, and oh! with what delight. 
He saw that harbinger of peace serene. 
The smiling olive— with its leaf of green; 
Bright o'er his wings, and in a ground of blue, 
A constellation broke on Noah's view; 
He knelt with lowly reverence oo the ground. 
And tbirteea ttan were aeeu to w^VX^ iraaw^*^ 
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The lion saw the shining guard display. 
Their lances glea.ning in the Maze of dajs 
Back o'er Uie wave, he fled, that very hoar. 
And left the child that he would fain deToa**« 

O'l wards passed Japheth still, through dangers 
But still surrounded by his radiant guard, [hard, 
O vain were it to tell the length of way. 
The rocks, the mountains that before him lay, 
Xhe streams, t,he rivers, nothing could appall; 
Faith was his buckler,— and he pasMd them all. 

Amidst the swelling grandeur of the seene, 
A sable spot was by the Patriarch seen; (16) 
Condemned to burning skies and arid plains. 
He saw Canaan's offspring botind in chains; 
He heard the 80u<u!iiig scourge, the sufferar's wail^ 
Xhat loaded with sucli deep lament the gale; 
The cries tor Mercy rent the skies above, 
O pensive angel! where is now thy dove.—* 
Have pity Japheth (thus the Patriarch cried) 
That man, who now kneels trembling by thy side^ 
Is still thy brother, though his skin be dark. 
For him Almighty Mercy built the ark; 
To feeble man, the beams of orient light 
Are aot more grateful thaa the ^qoeba q^ t^v^^N 
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RefreshaA Vj damben eheerful, strong, and gay, 
He ritei to die Imboan of the day. 
Thbkest thou the blase of a meridian akj. 
To heaven*li all aearohing, all perrading eje, 
IVill more delight, more solid transport bring, 
Than sober midnight with her raven wing. 
Light and her sister daricness, both were bom, 
When the first blush of heaven's resplendent men, 
Shone on the earth we tread, and hand in hand 
Shall walk while jonder firmament shall stand. 
No shade Jehovah's searching eye can dim. 
Darkness and day are both alike to liira. 
Protected now, what foe shall dare advance, (17) 
What heart shall brave that strong immortal lance. 

Thou movest onward, though a little child^ 
Safe and serene amidst the howling wild; 
Touch but pollution, and that gracious band. 
No longer shall thy guards, thy champions stand; 
Their brother spirits bending from the skies. 
Behold with tears of pity in tlieir eyes. 
The radiance on the clouds so clear and strong. 
Thrown from the chariots as they flash along. 
Behold the plun^g coursers foam and rear. 
As upward m their wM and awiSt «ase»T) 
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$ 
lliey tots their heads, and in their rapid KffAf 

Shalce from their reeking^ tides fresh drops of ligfaL 

Tis heaven they seek, behold the glorious priie. 

In every glance of those immortal eyes* 

O should this 8aere<l guard my Japheth fail. 

What taunting demons would proclaim the tale,' 

And say once more in their infernal mirth, 

Another Paradise is lost to earth. 

Mankind would lose their taith unknowing how. 

That arch of honesty on every brow, 

Where hallowed confideuce delights to go. 

Formed in the shape of heaven's expanding bow, — 

Is broken now, and every angel by 

Sees and evades that dark, detested eye. 

O may a righteous God this xnercy grant. 

May these dire terrors under which I pant. 

Ne'er prove prophetic; hence ye glooms— depart, 

1*is but tlie tremor of a father's heart. 

Whatever hues may mark the human frame. 

Eternal justice ever is the same; 

Think, O my Japheth, of tliat dreadful liour 

When thou wert trembling at the lion's power; 

What arm preserved thee, and thy danger barred . 

It was, it wa9 «loB9^ thj heavenXy ^«c^« 
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Andthould those glorious ministers oTgrtec 
Bat fl^ thy presence, and abjure thj face, 
Japheth, thy freebom soul no more remains » 
But bloody scoai^;es and loud clanking ehaiDs 
Shall be thy lot— and all thy sighs shall flow- 
la one sad, deep, monotony of woe. 
Be just, be merciful, and always fear 
That Power, whose might has placed a guard 

near; 
Then shall thy wide dominion, and thy sway 
Be bounded only by the march of day. 

The Patriaroh looked again with pious awe. 
But wondrous to relate!— 4ie only saw. 
The little family, with wonder spent, 
While gazing On his features in the tent! 
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Note 1, page 16. 

•* Forget the many troubles -we have past, 
J^Hercy^s kind angel has arrived at last,^* 

Genesis, chap. ix. 

13. I do set mj bow in the cloud, and it shall 
be for a token of a coyenaut between me and the 
earth. 

14. And it shall come (o pass, when I hring a 
oiond over the eartli, that the bow shall be seen iii 
the cloud: 

15. And I will remember my covenant, which 
is between me and you, and every living ci*eaturc 
of all flesh; and the waters shall uo more become a 
flood to destroy all flesh. 
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Note 2, p. 18. 

^^The vdndow of the cwk he upward threw, 
And oiU the dark foreboding raven Jlew,** 

Gehesib, chav. vni. 

6. And it eame to pass, at the end of forty daj 
that Noah opened the window of the ark, whieh I 
had made. 

7. And he sent forth a rayen, which wirentiai 
to and fro, until the waters were dried up from 
the earth. 

Note 3, p. 19. 



^*/n this confinement thou host won mff Urve^^ 
He said, and loosed the meUmcholy dove*"** 

Gehiesis, chap. Tin. 

8. Also he sent forth a dove from him, to sec 
the waters were abated from off the fiu»e of t 
ground. 

9. But the dove found no rest for the sole of h 
foot, and she returned unto him into the ark; i 
the waters were upon the face of the whole eart 
Then he put forth his hand, and took her, ai 
pulled her in unto him into the ark. 

« 

Note 4, p. 19. 

"JFVwf to the throne of heaven a prayer prrferrdd, 
*^dthm tMsmieBed in air, his fauorite hivd/ 
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Genxsis, chap. yni. 

10. And he stayed yet other seven dajB^ and 
again he sent forth Uie dove out of the ark. 

11. And the dove came in to. him in the even* 
ing, and lo, in her moath was an olive leaf plucked 
off. So. Noah knew that the waters were abated 
from off the earth. 

Note 5, p. 22. 

^^ATorw in a cloud he vanishes from eye; 
Jlgaiiiy fie shoots along the. clear blue skyJ*^ 

l^he Patriarch here alludes to the corruption and 
- ■ to the i*eformation of Christianity. 

Note 6, p. 27. 

'*Zfe cries in reverence to this holy place. 
Put off thy sandals, all of J^Toah^s race.*^ 

Exodus, chap. hi. 

5. And he said. Draw not nigh hither; put off 
thy shoes irom off thy feet; for the place whereon 
thou staudeth, is holy ground. 

Gknssis, chap. yiti. 

20. And Noah bnilded an altar unto the Lord, 
and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. 

Note 7, p. 30. 

*'JVo more the thorns and t/ostles in tKi} grfnsiv^^ 
Shail raise their mcaHaX points to fence thee twixA? 
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GeVMIB, chap. III. 

17. And unto Adam he said, because thou liast 
hcariLcned uuto tlie voice of tliy wife, and hast eatea 
of the tii'c of whicli I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it; cur8e<l is the g^xmnd for thy 
sake; in sorrow shalt ttmu cat of it all the days uf 
thy life; 

18. Thorns also and thistles shall it bring fbrtli 
to thee; and thou shalt eat Uie herb of the field. 

CHAP. IX. 

90. And Noah began to be an husbandnnany and 
he planted a vineyard. 

21. And he drank of Uie wine and was dninkeu. 

Note 8, p. 37. 

^^Jlfonarcha shail strive amdst an empire** ahoch^ 
1^0 g'oin possession of t fas beauteous block,''* 

The angel is here supposed to allude to the dis- 
mantling of tile Louvre. The two beautiful sta- 
tues of the Apollo of Belvidcre, and the Venus 
de Medicis, were subjects of grave altercation 
amongst the allied monarchs, when they made 
their triumphal entry into Paris. The fiict is 
well authenticated, that there was not so muoli 
commotion amongst the inhabitants of that metro- 
polis, in consequence of its capture by the allies, 
as there was by the transportation of those two 
niatucs from the Louvre. 
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Note 9, p. 401 

••JVkrt comet a ndgktyform^ devoid ofgrace^ 
The mere Achillea of the brutal race, " 

The skin of the rhinoceroi b thai deseribed by- 
Goldsmith: — <<It is naked, rough, kDOtQr,Rnd lying 
upon the body in folds, after a. Very peeoliar 
fashion; there are two tolds very remarkable, qnet . 
above the shoulders, and another over the' ran^ 
the skin, which is of a dirty colour, is so thif^ m^ 
to turn the edge of a scymitar, and to resift tUu^ 
ket ball.— ^7iimcrfed J^ature, Vol. ii. p. 398— 0jS. ■" . 

Note 10, p. 55. 

** Amazement fired the Patriarch -while he spoke. 
For on his eyea a atarry radiance broke J*^ 

Our Saviour was descended from Shem, and the 
Patriarch in his prophecy of that event, employs the 
following remarkable words: — EUetsed be the 
Lord God of Shera, and Canaan shall be his 
servant. — Cren. ix. 26. I shall see him, bat not 
now; there shall come a star out of Jacob, and a 
sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the 
corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of 
Seth.— JVz/mAer*, xxiv. 17. Part of these two pro- 
phecies are embodied for the purpose of poetic em- 
bellishment. 

Note 11, p. 71. 

^* Earth overapread, the pilgrim thua rejoined, 
jyiuU atranffe delusion occupies thy mind,** 

It has been a popular doctrine with some of our 
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modem philoiophen, tliat the deluge was noi 
univeml, becaase, aoeording^ to tlieir otlculation, 
the earth does not contaia water enough to overflow 
the tops of our highest mountains. The illustri- 
ooi stranger who did Ham the honor of a visit, 
maintains the same principle. 

Note l!2, p. 73. 

<' O nuiy thu vdcked spirit-^nphen he spoke^ 
The Btranger*» visage in a ditmon?» broke J** 

I Saxuxl, chat. xti. 

83. And it came to pass, when the evil spirit 
from God was upon Saul, that David tode an harp, 
and played with his hand; so Saul was refreshed, 
and was well, and the evil spirit departed from 
him. 

Note 13, p. 78. 

*< What mean, he cried, theae eharpened pointa of 

fame. 
That move in rapid circles round my frame J^ 
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2 KiHGS, CHAP. YI. 

17. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lonl, 1 pray 
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And tlie 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he 
saw; and, behold, the mountain was full of horses, 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha. 
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Note 14, p. 80. 

* That ffhioing light thainorio ha* overspread 
fit's youthful cheek vnth youth's enlh^ning retl" 

Geitxsis, chap IX. 

25. And he said. Cursed be Canaan; a scnunt 
3f servants bliall he be unto his brethren. 

The Inilter opinion seems to be, that the AFri-" 
i>:ins are descended from Canaan. 



Note 15, p. 83. 

'<.7 hoy the leaiuleirng Patiiarch then (lescrietl, 
ScTcne /?t youthful beauty by Ids sicleJ*^ 

Genksis, chap. it. 

27. (led sh»ll cnlai-Rc .Ts^plietb; and he shall 
(!m( II in the tents of Shero, and Canaan shall be his 

It is the* common received opinion, tlmt the Ame- 
riruiis art: (IcsriMidcd from .laplietli; if this be the 
ftut, the words of Noah's prophecy above cited, 
will havu nt'iiM-d a singular accomplishment. 
The \mi-ncan continent has been but ifcently dis- 
covtnd. ]»y which .lapheth has received a wonderful 
eiilargi lucMit. 

Note liJ, p. 89. 

^^Jlmiiht the fnveUing grdjulvur of the scene , 
A sttble fipot 7vas by the patriarch seen." 

Noah says, **God diall enlarge Japhcth, and 
Canuan shall be his servant." \Vhat is to be tlie 
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fi .; . vu" .lavciy in tlie United States, is a ques- 
tion tliat mocks all conjecture, and defies all at- 
tempts at solution. It is an evil growing Ufioo us, 
and it is but a feeble answer to say, that it is not s 
sin orip:inally committed by Americans. When a 
bomb is thrown amidst a mass of inflammable roa- 
terials, it is not our duty to occupy the time vhile 
tiie explosion is preparing to take plaee, to decide 
from w liat mortar it was thrown. 

Note 17, p. 90. 

"Protected now what foe shall dare tuhnince. 
What heart shall bram that strong immortal lance,*^ 

That America has been in an eminent degree 
protected by divine Providence, it rtMiuiriis only a 
recurrence to tlie historyof our country, or to exist- 
ing facts, to pi-ove. The detection of Arnohl's 
treachery, the reti-eat of Washington from Long 
Island, and various otiier occurrences, all serve to 
show, in the most convincing manner, that tlie '*race 
is not always to the swift, or tlie battle always to Uie 
strong.*' Those who flourished in the American 
revolution, were men remarkable no less for tlieir 
piety, tlian tlieir patriotism. Mr. Laurens, one of 
our most conspicuous characters, before our revo- 
lutionary troubles were brought to tlieir crisis, 
while in England, wrote a letter to his daughter ,. 
tliii countT}', in terms almost prophetic. He saw tlie 
arrogant and unyielding claims on the i>art of the 
British ministry, and he knew they would not be 
surrendered on tlie part of this continent. In this 
letter, he foretold in general terms, the then ap- 
proaching disasters — recommends economy in his 
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dbmeitic eonaems, as he did not know wluit 
fieet he might be called apon, as a patriot, to make 
to his coADtTf. These prediations were ttrikin||ly. 
fulfilled in the person of that venerable patriot 
He was eoofioed bhnself a prisoner in the Tower 
of London, nntO the dose of the American war; 
and though repeated applications were made to the 
British nioistrf for his rtdease, thej were disre- 
garded. His own son fell, gallantly fighting for 
die liberties of his country. 
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